KAASO May 2008 Newsletter 

Hi everyone. This is the first newsletter by Casey and Kate, the new Australian volunteer co-ordinators of St Paul KAASO Primary School. We took the role from Emma Young of the US who moved up the ranks and now looks after East Africa for Kids Worldwide.
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Director Dominic, Prima  no-pants, Casey, Headmistress Rose and Kate

Firstly we do have to apologise for not sending a newsletter earlier. The culture shock of returning home and needed to get jobs (or back to study for Kate) has taken up most of our time.  

Our Stories 

Casey and Kate spent 3 months in Uganda from August to November 2007. We spent two weeks at the El Shadai Foster Home project as KAASO was on school holidays. We were lucky enough to have this time with Emma Young (The now East Africa co-ordinator).  

During our time at KAASO we helped Director and Headmistress write a priorities list for KAASO for all projects that they have planned. (More on that later). As Casey is a horticulturist we worked with the children to plant a nursery bed and vegetable garden at KAASO with the aim of supplementing the students' diet. The tomatoes and cucumbers that we planted were a huge success except they fruited when the students were on holidays. Director took them to Kampala and sold them at market. A batch of cabbages planted became ready to harvest while the students were back at school and from the photos Eloi sent, they looked amazing. The next plan is to plant carrots and tomatoes. 
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As you may know, KAASO is also the base for many community empowerment projects. During Kate and Casey's stay they also worked with Headmistress Rose to form a micro loan program with the women's group- 'Zibulla Attude' members. As a part of this, there has also been an 'emergency fund' put in place for the active members of the group in unforeseen crisis. To keep the fund sustainable, the women have been asked to use a portion of the money to base a fundraising effort once every few months. This may involve using the 'Rotary Sun oven' to sell international cuisine at  Kyotera (that the volunteers can help with)..Etc.  The micro loans have been used for projects such as improving pig sties, buying seed and fertiliser, starting a chicken coop.. Etc.  

Since the last newsletter there has been several developments to the layout of KAASO. This includes; An extension of the pig sties, a Maize mill building, the concreting of the last 4 dust floor classrooms, a extra water pond, extra desks and chairs for the nursery children, the new vegetable garden and  the new nursery and office buildings (are currently at roofing level). 

The Maize Mill project was launched on the 16th of February this year by the Prime minister of Buganda. Other guests of honour included 38 members of the Rotary  and Rotary International team. Rotary have largely supported the project with the donation of a generator, fertilizers, seeds, herbicides and all of the maize machinery required . Although Rotary International does have a policy of not building any structures. Thus a huge thank you to all of the volunteers and individuals who have donated to this great project. The Maize Mill project has now seen 146 farmers in the Kibira sub-county and 8 outside of the sub-county supplied with seeds, fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides. These farmers are now bringing the maize and dry cassava back for milling. KAASO are also saving allot of money by no longer having to take the school's maize to town to mill. The project so far is a great success, the only hardship is buying the fuel for the generator to run the mill. This cost continues to rise. 
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Director with the new machines in the new Maize mill building before it was put to use. 

At the same function as the maize mill, the new water project was also launched. 
Since the second water pond (donated by volunteer fundraising efforts), KAASO finally has enough water to fill both of the tanks! The water project has now allowed us to supply the town with water at the KAASO gate for a reduced cost to the further away bore hole. The funds from this are now being used to help purchase petrol for the generator. As a part of the opening of the two projects, 3 water filters to the worth of $120 USD have been donated by Rotarian Tex Canada of Muyenga Rotary. The filters now greet KAASO with 180 litres of drinking water each day. Once again, the only problem being the affordability of running the generator to pump the water. 

The school has welcomed 3 new staff members this year. The new staffs have replaced Teacher Kato who left St Paul's late last year, Miss Lilian whom has left for government services and a new secretary has been appointed to replace Annet who has left for a new job. 

Since our time there have been many more volunteers: 

Daniel O'Kelly from Australia – It was nice for us to have a fellow Australian at KAASO with us. Daniel was at KAASO for two weeks in October and as a PE teacher tried his skills at running a game of netball with 24 people on the court at once. Alongside several donations, Daniel worked hard to give form to the sports field by filling holes and painting the much needed netball court on the ground. Daniel, together with Casey and Kate paved the way for a P5 excursion to Lake Victoria. Here the children learnt all about the Fish Gods, helped pull in the fishing nets and learnt all about the trade. Some of the children were able to go on their first boat ride, while all of the children were given fresh fish to take home to their families. An amazing part of the day was the children discovering ice form the transport trucks. This strange phenomenon was a source of much amusement for all. 
Daniel has since sent donations from his school in Australia on to KAASO. He is also making plans to return. 

Eloi and Kartal worked with the school football team and serious training has commenced nightly, with the trophy firm in their sights. The team now have 3 wins under their belt against nearby schools.  We will have more information on their time at KAASO once they have finished their ‘post Uganda’ travels. Can’t wait to hear! district 
Amy and Ramon are both fantastic musicians that have been travelling the globe for the past few months and have visited KAASO for 2 weeks. I look forward to hearing their stories and passing them on once they have finished their journey. 
Current volunteers include: 

Jennifer- has a strong science background and has done many practical experiments with the pupils (some of which were demonstrated at the visiting day for the parents). Jenifer is also working on the solar power project, as this is the next area needing attention. Being a rural project KAASO relies totally on generator power for 2 hours a night and to pump the water. This has however been hard to uphold as petrol costs are becoming completely unaffordable. 

Brina- who's family sponsored the P7 pupils to Kasensero landing site on Lake Victoria on the 8th of March. I am told the trip was a complete success! Brina and Jennifer have also been helping teach at both KAASO and the Government school Kumugunja. 

How is the family? 

The family are all in good spirits. Although both Dominic and Rose are working so hard 7 days a week that there is very little time to rest.  

The family consists of: 

Mrs Rose Mukwaya (wife / Headmistress)
Kyeranga Derick Paul (son) - seminary
Ssebutinde Joseph (Son) - senior one
Nanseko Kevin (daughter) - Primary six
Kanyange Phiona (daughter) - Primary five
Nakasoozi Rona (daughter) - nursery in Masaka
Prima (Daughter ) - baby 2year old
Nalinya Grace (adopted daughter) - University
Namukasa Florence (sister) - senior one
Mukwaya Dominic K (Director) 

Prima is growing up steading and is consistently calling out to more people. Some volunteers may know her as 'Prima-no-pants'. This derives from her distinct lack of pant wearing. She now also complains about her 'mpale', meaning pants/trousers. This is a great source of amusement to the family. 

Rona has been sent to Masaka to start school this  year as Dominic and Rose feared she would try to run the class and would not concentrate in 'her own school'. She is now settled in, although complains that she would still like to come home. She is only in nursery and yet is performing so well in grade A. 

Derrick last year scored 5 aggregates at P7 and was among the highest in his school. He has now joined the seminary (aspiring to become a priest) for senior one. In Uganda it is very hard to get into the seminary and yet Derrick joins 3 other KAASO students (Mwengemuka Anthony, Kagayi Brian the former head boy and Kibi Joseph). 

Phiona and Kevin are doing well in school and yes it is still easy to believe they are twins. Kevin is aspiring to become a mid-wife and Phiona an accountant. 

Ssebutince Joseph has joined Kimanya Secondary School along with several other KAASO students and is performing well. 

Teacher Sarah is still all smiles. She is working hard and I am sure she is enjoying no longer having to share her bed with Rona. 

Rose has been sick in the past few weeks after suffering from Malaria. She is now improving although her busy schedule does not leave her with much time to rest. This term is also extra busy as she is the coach of the school net ball team. The team has resumed serious training for the national competition that starts in early July. 

Kim and her new found family are all well with the exception of Pinto who struggling a little to keep 100%. Kim has gone to Holland to visit family and friends but will return shortly. Her organisation HULP (Help, Understanding, Learning and Progress) was registered nationally and they are now trying hard to make it more operational. 

Brian continues with KAASO and is currently in charge of the older boy’s dorm. Brian has also been helping with the filtering of the water on a daily basis and is currently studying for his exams for America. 
IN FURTHER NEWS:
· Director, teacher Andrew and all of the eager football team were so please to receive Kate's donation of football boots. This has made for a very happy team! 

· Kate Hammond - A huge thank you! Kate, along with DHL (with thanks to Mr Muyinga Henrey of the Rotary club of Muyenga) has donated 137 pairs of shoes and a box of tennis rackets and balls. KAASO send many thanks and appreciation to Kate and the people of Australia who made the donations for your support. They have distributed the shoes to orphans and needy children in the district. 
· The children are generally well with a few still sick. The malaria rate has gone down due to the donation of mosquito nets from both The Children Lady Bank Primary school in Scotland and Jennifer. 

· Doctor Katwire is still offering great help to the school and now there is a new member on the team. A nurse form Biikira every 2 days to check on the children's health. The children are now also enjoying a supplemented diet of milk and local foods including vegetables from their own crops. 

· The Women's group - Zibulla Attude
Late last year as previously mentioned, many of the women received micro loans and were able to further their business. Unfortunately there were thief’s only months later and many of the women lost their piglets. They have since received more pigs and the projects are back on track. Many of the women are now also involved in the maize mill project and have currently been given a month of to work on their crops. Their course will re-commence in late May.
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The Women’s Empowerment group ‘Zibulla Attude’
· During the launch of the water and maize mill project the women's group staged a wonderful exhibition portraying what they do in their projects. 

FUTURE PLANS: 

1) We are looking for potential donors to assist us in install a solar system for the school. (Jennifer has worked out all of the estimates) 

2) During the last Rotary meeting it was resolved that the purchase of the school bus would be purchased as there was a great need for it. This will be used not only to more the children to different events but also to bring day school children to school and home again as many of them have a long way to travel and can miss out on classes. 

3) When the construction of the nursery building is done, we want to embark seriously on the furnishing of the school library and computer laboratory (once we have power of course).    

The library building was originally donated with the thought of using it as a community building to educate and empower all ages. This unfortunately has been used instead, as a nursery classroom for the entirety of its existence as the school numbers are growing rapidly. At its current population the school stands at around 600 students with almost half of them being none paying 'orphans'. This means the class sizes are too big and there is very little space for rearranging.  
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For any further information, photo’s or questions, please feel free to contact Kate and Casey at:
kaaso@kidsworldwide.org
Keep smiling kids! 

