St Paul KAASO Primary School Newsletter

September 2009

[image: image1.jpg]


Term Three is now in full swing and the rains have at last begun to fall. Cherie and I returned in time for registration week after an amazing trip around East Africa through Rwanda, Tanzania, Zanzibar and Kenya. We visited genocide museums, went on safari in the Serengeti National Park, enjoyed the beaches of Zanzibar and lived for a week with a Maasai warrior in Kenya. We had an incredible, unforgettable time but were happy to come ‘home’ to KAASO after six weeks on the road. There have been many exciting developments at KAASO of late, particularly in regards to funding and construction and the school is really growing. It is wonderful to be a part of it all and we will be sad to soon leave behind our huge Ugandan family of Dominic, Rose, Teacher Sarah – and 623 children!
Cherie & I with our new Maasai friends






  
Emma
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A word from Director Dominic
Dear friends, current, past and future volunteers. I greet you in the fraternity of the KAASO family. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that KAASO is on the move. In fact, as I always say, the coming of volunteers to our project/community has been the catalyst for many developments and given the school a better image both within and outside of Uganda. 




   Dominic and the Ugandan flag       
We are yet to witness a great event on 18th October 2009 when we    shall be inaugurating the new girls’ dormitory, named ‘Kiwi House.’ This building has been constructed by KAASO Primary School with support from our New Zealand friends. Our sincere appreciations go to the three Kiwi girls, namely Emma Blackman, Cherie Broome and Kirsty Simons, and all their friends back home and around the world who have so generously donated from their pockets towards this work. We also thank the Lisa Collins Group which gave us the initial start as well as John Machon who designed the plan for this building. 

We are now focusing on having the computer laboratory and library furnished. Again, through Emma Blackman and Cherie Broome, the Rotary Club of East Coast Bays in New Zealand has picked interest to support us. We are most grateful for their generous donation. Our major concern and appeal now is to find computers either new or used to train our learners both for the primary and adult sections. 

On behalf of KAASO, allow me also to convey our thanks to Casey Welche and Kate Smallcombe, our volunteer coordinators for the job well done all these years. Thank you so much. 

Come 18th October, it will be the Parents/Guardians’ Visitation Day and all the pupils are very anxious, waiting to be brought something to chew or drink. On 23rd October, the pupils will be moving out for an Education Tour to Entebbe Wildlife Education Centre and Kampala City.

At school here, the newsletter has almost become a monthly magazine which everyone has a lot of interest to read. Let me call upon all of you to encourage more friends and relatives to visit KAASO and at least volunteer for one month.

I wish you all the best and request for you to keep in touch with us.

Dominic – Director of KAASO

KAASO Volunteers
Theresa and Jaja (Marianne) came to KAASO earlier in the year and are happy to be returning to KAASO on 21st October for three weeks. We have heard so much about them from Dominic, Rose and the children and look forward to meeting them. I’m sure they will be thrilled to see the developments that have been made on the younger children’s classrooms that they helped to fund. 
Cherie and I are here at KAASO until 1st November and will be very sad to leave. We will take with us incredible memories of a very special place and hope to return in the future. 

Construction and Funding
 ‘Kiwi House’:
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With the incredibly generous support from family and friends back home and around the world, the new girls’ dormitory, to be named ‘Kiwi House’, is almost completed. The building looks amazing and everyone here is very proud of it. The girls moved in on Thursday which means that we can now begin work on the library and computer lab. The Rotary Club of East Coast Bays in New Zealand has generously agreed to fund the furniture for both the library and computer lab and we are very grateful to them for this. Thank you so much also to all those who have donated towards this fundraiser – it is appreciated hugely! 
From this...



to this...

      

to this!

Canadian Funding:
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Thanks to a former volunteer, Mallory, KAASO is now able to grow its Adult Learning programme. The Women’s Empowerment Group has received funding from the Canadian NGO CanILF which will enable them to employ a teacher and will provide the necessary resources to further the adult education programme. We are eternally grateful to Mallory and all at CanILF for this much-needed funding which will help get the Women’s Empowerment Group back on track after they suffered the great loss of their leader at the end of last year. 



        Rose teaching the Women’s

 







             Empowerment Group
Term 3 News and Events
Visitor’s Day:
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This will take place on 18th October and will enable the children to spend the day with their parents and guardians. We are hoping for a good turn-out as it’s always heartbreaking for those who have no one come to visit them. The official opening of ‘Kiwi House’ will take place on this day and the school play, ‘The Wizard of Mwanza’, will also be performed. We are really looking forward to Visiting Day – it looks set to be a great day!
Carol and Prima
School Tour:

On 23rd October, some of the children of KAASO will embark on a great adventure up to Kampala to spend the day sightseeing. Many of the children have never been outside Rakai District, never mind to Kampala, so it will be an amazing day. We plan to visit the zoo, Entebbe airport, a radio station (hopefully it will have re-opened after the government closed it during the riots for broadcasting ‘unfavourable messages’!), and a Ugandan theme park. 

The Wizard of Mwanza:
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It was my dream coming to KAASO to put on a school play but I thought this may be too ambitious an undertaking given that my idea of a musical was probably a foreign concept to the children here. In spite of this, I decided to give it a go and have re-written The Wizard of Oz to create an African version The Wizard of Mwanza. The cast comp rises mostly of P6 girls but there are special guest appearances from Rose and Dominic (who plays the wizard!). The girls have been practicing hard at night when their classes finally finish and I have enjoyed watching them grow and gain confidence as they get into their characters. Cherie is working on props and costumes and we are all looking forward to seeing the final performance on Visiting Day. Break a leg! 






Rehearsals in full swing

P7 Exams:
The P7 students remained at KAASO over the school holidays along with P7 students from Kamuganja Primary School. The children have been working so very hard and are studying day and night. We wish them all the best in their exams which begin early November and are crucial for them to continue on to secondary school. 

Dot Matrix:

Many of you will either not have heard of a dot matrix or long forgotten what it is. Basically, it’s a printer that makes an imprint on the page so we can use it with our stencils to put through the duplicating machine. With a generous donation from Ivan and Miral, KAASO has at last bought a brand new dot matrix and it is up and running. Secretary Susan has been typing up exams on Dominic’s laptop and can now print them on the dot matrix which saves her banging out the endless exams on the type writer and ending up with a sore back! Thank you so much to Ivan and Miral, it was worth it in the end!
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Water pump:

Unfortunately, the water pump is still broken after almost three months. It was taken to be fixed but was returned still not functioning. This has been a huge burden on the children who have to take time out of classes to walk to the well to fetch water in jerry cans which they carry back to KAASO on their heads (I have tried and failed!). We are hoping that the problem will be resolved and the pump will be back in action soon. 
Returning from the well
Solar Power:

The solar power got off to an exceptional start, proving light and power to the school both day and night. However, we soon encountered a few hiccups with the power cutting out after a full day of sun, then remaining on all night after a rainy day. Rose finally managed to convince the solar company to honour their warranty and to come and look at the panels. In the meantime the school was back to using the costly and cumbersome generator which had problems of its own. Fortunately, this week a representative of the solar company came to KAASO, established that three of the batteries had ‘factory faults’ and we are now back in the world of light. It’s nice to be able to see again!
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Rainy season:

Despite September and October being one of Uganda’s rainy seasons, the rains have failed for much of the month. People here are so reliant on the weather for both their food and their livelihood. Although we enjoyed hot, dry, sunny days, the local people lamented the lack of rains. However, last weekend finally brought some much-needed rain and as the skies opened up, everyone breathed a sigh of relief that they could at last plant their crops. Dominic drove to Kampala the day after the rains     Teacher Sarah’s tomatoes 
to buy beans and maize which have now been planted and we hope for         ready for the rains!
more rain to help everyone’s crops grow!

Contributions from the children
Examinations
The timetable is up to the notice board and teachers are there, whether tired or hungry. What a dedication to educate a nation! The busy time is here now, teachers test candidates to see what they know. 

Many pupils sometimes panic as they prepare to have a good harvest. Hard work is the key to success although the going is tough and rough as candidates usually say they pass because they do serious preparations. However tough the exams may prove to be, my brother and sister, never be discouraged. Keep trying hard, that is when you pass the exams and you will deserve a cake to celebrate your success!

Nassuna Florence, P7
