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Watoto wa Africa Organization
As always, a lot has been happening at Watoto over the past few months. Christmas and New Year have come and gone. The long lost O’Sullivan clothing packages finally arrived thanks to a DHL/customs miracle, and so the children all enjoyed opening their Christmas presents to find a brand new set of Aussie style clothes, a toy, some underwear, and school supplies. The picture to the left is of the children on Christmas morning before church in their brand new clothes. We had 5 fabulous volunteers here over Christmas, which made the kids day even more special. We also had a lot of help from local and international donations which allowed us to provide the children with a special Christmas dinner, as well as other necessary items, such as mosquito nets, toothbrushes, toothpaste, and flip flops/thongs (depending where you’re from).
Right now we have 50 children at Watoto, which includes four attending secondary school or college (thanks to school fee donations from Kids Aid Tanzania). We now have 6 paid staff, including Josephat and Rosemary, Ray the handyman, and 3 women who help with the cooking, cleaning and general running of day-to-day life. Apart from the Nursery school children, all the kids went off to school looking very smart this year in brand new uniforms and shoes thanks to donations from Hope Without Borders (Canada), and some local donations. 
Volunteer donations have made a big difference to the children’s lives recently. In the last few months, money raised by volunteers has gone towards things such as building a fence around the complex to stop the children running out on to the road, taking all children for an eye, teeth and general health check-up, including HIV testing (thankfully all are negative), buying much needed medicines for malaria, worming, fungal infections, and other types of illnesses, buying each child a warm jacket, new bed sheets, and a whole bunch of other things regularly needed to keep the place running. One volunteer also took each child from the orphanage in small groups for a meal in town. Many of the children had never been to Mwanza town, so it was a new and exciting experience for all. The reactions on their faces when they tried ice-cream for the first time was definitely a Kodak moment, and made it well worth the hassle it took to get them there. 
Thanks to a Christmas donation from a local friend, we were also able to take all the children to Tunza beach for a swim in the lake. For most of them this was their first time to see Lake Victoria (which is only 20 minutes from their home), and for all of them the first time they could swim and play in the water. Despite the clouds and rain, the kids had an amazing time playing in the water, and on the beach, and snacking on chips and a soda before returning home.
In January we began our new volunteer program with Volunteer Africa, which seems to be running well. The children are really benefiting from the lessons, and every day we can see improvements in their English. But most importantly, they just benefit from the love they get from the volunteers. We have also begun a partnership with Kids Aid Tanzania who provide us with regular monthly support to run the orphanage. Kids Aid Tanzania have also secured a grant from Lion’s Club International to build a new orphanage centre for us, which is due to start some time this year. 
We would like to thank Volunteer Africa, Kids Aid Tanzania, Degremont Tanzania, Mantrac Tanzania, Hope Without Borders (Canada), Don and Di Byron, Kate Perry and Family, Lalya Husain, Daria Madjidian, Dave Fleming, Sati Grewald and Teri and Jack Craven for their support over the last few months. We will send more updates on Watoto wa Africa very soon. If you have any questions or would like to send a donation, please us contact through any of the contact details below.
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Hands of Mercy Outreach International, Tanzania
Hands of Mercy Outreach International may be a new name to many of you reading this. Hands of Mercy is another children’s home in Buswelu, Mwanza, just near to Watoto wa Africa and Hisani, and is run by Joel and Gloria Kirutu, the brother and sister-in-law of Josephat (the director of Watoto wa Africa). Hands of Mercy care for 38 children, between the age of 1 and 16. 

Hands of Mercy begun the new year with a new start by moving into a new home. The old home was very cramped and unsuitable for the number of people living in it. Thanks to a donation from Unatrac (UK), we have been able to rent a bigger compound for the children. The new house has plenty of room inside for all the children to sleep, eat and play. In addition, we also have a section for classrooms where we run extra classes for our own children and a nursery school for local community kids. The compound also has a huge area outside where the children can play, and where we have planted crops.

At present we have four volunteers at Hands of Mercy, who are officially our first volunteers at this project. We have a couple from New Zealand with us now who have decided to uproot lives back home, and move here to help the children. They intend to be with us for quite some time, and are like a grandmother and grandfather to the children. 
Recent volunteers from Watoto wa Africa also used some of their fundraising to help at Hands of Mercy. Volunteers over the last few months have provided Hands of Mercy with bed sheets, mosquito nets, ground sheets for the children to sit on, seeds for vegetables and fruits to plant at our farm, shoes for each child, and special food for Christmas and New Years days. Hands of Mercy also organized a special Christmas concert and church service for four of the local orphanages, which our volunteers also contributed towards for the food and hiring of equipment. 

Recently, Bridge to Aid, a local Tanzanian charity, came to visit Hands of Mercy. They sent us a dentist and nurse who gave the children some education about dental care and brushing their teeth. They checked all the children’s teeth for any problems and wrote reports on all the children. I’ve never seen children so excited at the thought of having their teeth checked by a dentist. But all things that are new are exciting to these kids. Each child received a sticker afterwards for their bravery, and a brand new toothbrush to practice their newly learnt brushing techniques.
The orphanage has recently been donated a generator, water pump, and two large water tanks thanks to Stanley Mining Tanzania. The boys from Stanley have been out at the orphanage in the scorching sun for the past two weekends bringing out all the equipment for us, and setting it up. Now the children can see at night, and we have running water inside the house. People from Stanley Mining also make up part of a group of people who are undertaking the challenging Kilimanjaro Marathon with the intention of raising money for Hands of Mercy. The money raised by our marathon runners will go toward some new beds and mattresses for the children, as currently the children are sleeping 4 to a bed.

Hands of Mercy would like to say a big thank you to Mantrac Tanzania who have become our first local monthly sponsor, and also provide us with wood for building furniture and for use as firewood, which saves us a great deal of money. We would also like to thank Stanley Mining, the Kilimanjaro Marathon runners, Unatrac (UK), Kids Worldwide, Tina Byron, and Tess Coniglio for their contributions to our organization over the last few months. If you have any questions or would like to send a donation, please us contact through any of the contact details below.
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